Recovery from idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) following right hemicolectomy for mucocele of appendix.
A 61-year-old woman with a 2-year medication-free history of idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura was referred to our hospital complaining of right lower abdominal pain. The platelet count was about 3-4x10(4)/mm3. This patient was diagnosed with mucocele of the appendix on computed tomography and colonoscopy. We performed only right hemicolectomy without splenectomy. The pathological diagnosis was mucinous cystadenoma of the appendix. The platelet count increased to 18.1x10(4)/mm3 on postoperative-day 7, and remained stable, at 20-24x10(4)/mm3, for 14 months after the operation. Platelet-associated immunoglobulin G decreased remarkably after the operation, to 30.2 ng/10(7) cells, from 240 ng/10(7) cells preoperatively. We describe the first case of recovery from idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura following right hemicolectomy performed for mucocele of the appendix. Considering our patients clinical course, it is possible that mucinous cystadenoma of the appendix may have influenced the thrombocytopenia. Findings in this patient suggest that mucocele of the appendix may be associated with a new diagnosis and idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura treatment.